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In the last years it has been recognized that qualitative - as well as quantitative - research can inform clinical practice, making important contributions, and can help bridging the gap that usually exist between research and practice in psychotherapy. However, most of psychotherapy research, both with quantitative and qualitative methodology has been done with adults, being important to have studies with children and adolescents, that include the special characteristics of psychotherapy in these age groups, and that is sensitive to developmental issues. 
In the last years, it has been created a special interest group of SPR (Society for Psychotherapy Research) on Child and Family Therapy Research (CaFTR), which organized in the last SPR congress different panels an discussions in the topic, showing that qualitative research in child an adolescent psychotherapy is growing. 
However it is difficult to find papers using qualitative research in child and adolescent psychotherapy. This special issue aims to close this gap, calling for papers using not only quantitative research,  but particularly qualitative research in child and adolescent psychotherapy, both of process or outcome, including children and adolescents, their families or therapists. Also it is open to contributions about new measures or methodologies in studying child and adolescent psychotherapy, as well as single cases studies. 
In line with the journal scope, this special issue welcomes high quality articles from any part of the world, concerning a variety of topics (e.g., psychotherapy process and outcome, diagnosis and assessment, psychopathology etc.), with different formats (e.g., reviews, empirical studies, methodological works, clinical studies) and from different epistemological, theoretical and methodological perspectives of the contemporary research in psychotherapy with children and adolescents. Particular attention will be paid to works sensitive to the close interconnection between psychotherapy process and psychopathology, as well as theory and clinical practice; the focus on intensive case analysis; the study of the psychotherapies delivered within the different institutional settings and with attention to the interdisciplinary dialogue. 
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